National Guard History for the Month of January


Key January Historical Events:
· Post-WWII Reorganization (1946): President Truman appointed Maj. Gen. Butler B. Miltonberger, a Missouri Guardsman, as the first post-war Chief of the National Guard Bureau, overseeing the Guard's rapid national restructuring.
· Korean War Deployment (1951): Idaho's 116th Engineer Combat Battalion arrived in Korea in January, undertaking crucial bridge and road construction for the war effort, illustrating the Guard's vital engineering role.
· Operation Desert Storm Start (1991): The war began with a massive air assault in mid-January, involving many Guard units, particularly military police and medical personnel, processing POWs.
· January 6th Capitol Attack & Inauguration (2021): Thousands of Guard members were deployed to Washington D.C. to restore order after the insurrection attempt and provided security for the subsequent Presidential Inauguration. 
Themes in January:
· Readiness & Response: January often marks the beginning of new fiscal years or post-holiday/wildfire recovery, testing Guard readiness for both homeland (e.g., California wildfires) and federal missions (e.g., inaugurations).
· Civil-Military Cooperation: Events like the 2021 Capitol response highlight the Guard's role in supporting federal authorities during national emergencies, balancing state and federal missions. 

